Glossary from the National Institute On Drug Abuse:

http://teens.drugabuse.gov/utilities/glossary.asp
· Addiction. A chronic, relapsing disease characterized by compulsive drug-seeking and abuse and by long-lasting chemical changes in the brain.


· Drug abuse. The use of illegal drugs or the inappropriate use of legal drugs. The repeated use of drugs to produce pleasure, to alleviate stress, or to alter or avoid reality (or all three).


· Drug. A chemical compound or substance that can alter the structure and function of the body. Psychoactive drugs affect the function of the brain, and some of these may be illegal to use and possess.


· Nicotine. The addictive drug in tobacco. Nicotine activates a specific type of acetylcholine receptor.


· Withdrawal. Symptoms that occur after chronic use of a drug is reduced or stopped.

