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Dear Student,

We would like to invite you to be part of the scientist team for a research study of smoking behavior. Since 2007, the University of Washington (UW) and students around Washington have collaborated on this study. Your job will be to use the data from the Smoking Behavior Research Study to better understand the question, “What genetic and environmental factors influence people to become smokers?”

The study compares two groups of people called cases (smokers) and controls (people who tried smoking but didn’t become smokers). Both groups of people came to the UW to fill out a research questionnaire and give a blood sample. The questionnaire helps us to learn about the subjects’ lifestyles and environmental factors that might have influenced whether or not they became smokers. We purified DNA from the blood samples and analyzed three regions of the subjects’ DNA using a process called genotyping.

In past school years, students contributed to two aspects of the study. During the design phase, high school students wrote questions for the research questionnaire. From 2007-2009, students from schools throughout Washington genotyped subject DNA in their classroom labs. All of the genotyping and questionnaire data were entered into a database. 

Your role in this research will be to propose and test a hypothesis about how genes and the environment might influence smoking behavior. Then after exploring and analyzing all the data, you will generate hypotheses and ideas for future studies to share with your peers and the team at UW. In the future, you will also have the opportunity to submit your results to the University of Washington. We look forward to hearing about your findings, and we appreciate your help. 

Sincerely,

The UW Smoking Behavior Research Team
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