
Student Sheet 1.1
Possible responses students may give are shown in italics. 


1. How did the scientists in the interviews become interested in science and research? 

(Theresa Madrid, clip 1; Joel Grow; Jeff Stanaway, clip 1)

Their interest began in high school and continued into college and graduate school. Their research was based on the particular question that interests each of them and that was personal to them. Reading scientific books and outdoor activities also contributed to some of the scientists’ initial interest.  

2. What personal connections do these scientists have with their work?

(Theresa Madrid, clip 1)

Student answers will vary.


3. Using your experience and any information from the interviews, describe what you think happens in science. What do scientists do? How do they do experiments? Where do scientists do science? 
(Josh Akey, clip 1; Lisa Beutler, clip 1; Tracie Delgado) 

Science is the process of asking questions, testing and repeating experiments to answer the question you’re curious about.   

4. How are the ways that these scientists do work similar or different from how you do science in school or at home? 

(Lisa Beutler, clip 2;Josh Akey, clip 2)

These scientists design their own experiments and carry them out according to their own schedule. They are usually new experiments that have never been carried out before. Lab experiments done at school are a lot more limited by time and creativity. It is a learning process that repeats other scientists’ experiments.  

5. What are some ways that you see science being applied in your everyday life? 

Students should write a variety of ideas about how science is applied in everyday life. This question will help them explore the connections they are making to science. 

6. How do scientists work together to solve problems and answer new questions?

(Tracie Delgado, clip 2; Jeff Stanaway, clip 2)

Scientists of different fields come together with their specialized skills and knowledge to contribute to the same problem or experiment. They find a common language to communicate with each other and make use of each other’s skills to further the investigation or question. 

7. What surprised you about these scientists? About the kinds of science they talk about? 

Student answers will vary. 

