Figure 5.3: 95% Confidence interval=error bar for odds ratios

A. Comparing error bars and 95% confidence intervals

	Traditional error bars
	95% Confidence interval
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	A range of values that is believed to contain the true population OR with 95% confidence

Expressed as:

95% CI = [lower bound, upper bound]

	Often determined experimentally
	Calculated:


[image: image2.wmf]÷

ø

ö

ç

è

æ

+

+

+

´

-

´

=

d

c

b

a

e

OR

1

1

1

1

96

.

1

 

 

Bound

Lower 



[image: image3.wmf]÷

ø

ö

ç

è

æ

+

+

+

´

´

=

d

c

b

a

e

OR

1

1

1

1

96

.

1

 

 

Bound

Upper 





B. How to interpret the 95% Confidence Interval
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