Epidemiology Glossary: Introduce and define these terms as you encounter them in the lesson:
	Epidemiology: The study of the distribution and causes of disease and other health problems in groups of people. It is also the application of the information learned from such studies to the control of the health problems.

	Case control study: An observational study that tries to identify factors associated with a particular condition by comparing case subjects, who have the condition, with control subjects, who do not. 

	Association: An apparent (not just by chance) relationship between exposure and outcome. Does not necessarily mean the exposure causes the outcome.

	Causation*: An exposure which increases (or decreases) the risk of someone developing an outcome. 

	Study sample: The people who participate in the study drawn from the study population.

	Study population: The people who are able to participate in the study (and the specific characteristics used to select them, such as age range, sex, ethnicity and race)

	Case: A study participant who has the condition of interest for the study

	Control: A study participant who does not have the condition of interest for the study

	Outcome: The condition that is being studied (for example, having a particular disease or set of symptoms)

	Exposure: A factor that may be associated with developing the outcome

	Matching: The process of selecting case and control subjects so that they are similar in certain characteristics and thus are drawn from the same study sample

	Observational study: A study in which variables are not deliberately manipulated. Samples or subjects are observed without trying to change their environment

	Retrospective study: A study that looks backward in time to identify factors that might be associated with a particular outcome


* The meaning of “cause”, “causation”, or “causal” in the curriculum includes both direct and indirect “cause”. For example, “the psychological and sociological forces that give rise to and sustain smoking behavior are just as much as causes of lung cancer as smoking itself, if it is inferred that in the absence of these forces some persons would not become or remain smokers, and thus would not develop lung cancer” (Koespell & Weiss, 2003: 189). The goal of epidemiology is to “infer” probable cause and “prevent” it, NOT “prove” it.  Students may think that making a claim “A causes B” requires them to “prove” it for EVERY case. This is incorrect. Smoking is a multifactorial trait, and there can be multiple “causes” or multiple pathways that contribute to smoking. 

